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Report on the Celebration of World Environment Day 2026

Government Girls' General Degree College, Ekbalpore, Kolkata
National Service Scheme (NSS) Unit I
Date of Celebration: 05 June 2026
Mode: Webinar
Theme: "Inspired by Nature: For Climate, For Our Future"

Government Girls’ General Degree College, Ekbalpore, Kolkata, celebrated World
Environment Day on 5 June 2026 through its National Service Scheme (NSS) Unit I, with great
enthusiasm and commitment. The programme was organised as a webinar to raise awareness
of environmental conservation, climate change, and the urgent need for sustainable practices.
The event brought together teachers, students, and NSS volunteers in a collective effort to
promote ecological consciousness and responsible citizenship.

World Environment Day is observed globally every year to raise awareness and promote action
to protect the environment. The theme for this year's celebration, “Inspired by Nature: For
Climate, For Our Future,” highlighted the importance of learning from nature and adopting
nature-based solutions to address the challenges posed by climate change and environmental
degradation. Keeping this objective in mind, NSS Unit I organised a meaningful programme
that combined academic discussion, creative expression, and community action.

The webinar commenced with a warm welcome address delivered by Dr Syeda Sarigatul Maula
Alqadri, Principal of Government Girls' General Degree College, Ekbalpore. In her address,
she emphasised the significance of environmental stewardship in the present era marked by
ecological crises and climate uncertainty. She focused on water conservation, emphasising that
water is one of the most precious natural resources essential to sustaining life on Earth. Dr
Alqadri highlighted the growing concerns regarding water scarcity, groundwater depletion, and
pollution of water bodies. She urged students and NSS volunteers to adopt responsible water-
use practices and to spread awareness within their communities about the importance of
conserving water for future generations. Her insightful remarks set the tone for the day's
deliberations and inspired participants to reflect on their individual responsibilities towards the
environment.

Dr Bhaswati Bhattacharjee, IQAC Coordinator, also addressed the participants on the
theme “Inspired by Nature: For Climate, For Our Future”. In her speech, she emphasised
the vital role of educational institutions in fostering environmental awareness and sustainable
practices among students. She highlighted how nature provides valuable lessons in balance,
resilience, and coexistence, which are essential for addressing contemporary environmental
challenges. Dr Bhaswati stressed the importance of integrating environmental consciousness
into everyday life through responsible consumption, waste reduction, energy conservation, and
active community participation. She encouraged students to become environmentally
responsible citizens and contribute to building a climate-resilient, sustainable future through
informed action and collective responsibility.

The next speaker was Dr Angshuman Sarkar, Secretary of the Teachers’ Council, who delivered
an informative talk on global warming and climate change. Dr Sarkar discussed the scientific
basis of climate change and explained how human activities, particularly the excessive
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emission of greenhouse gases, have contributed to rising global temperatures. He elaborated
on the various manifestations of climate change, including extreme weather events, rising sea
levels, biodiversity loss, and ecosystem disruptions. Drawing attention to the global and local
impacts of climate change, he emphasised the need for immediate and collective action. He
also encouraged students to adopt environmentally sustainable lifestyles, reduce their carbon
footprints, and actively participate in conservation initiatives. His presentation provided
valuable insights into one of the most pressing challenges facing humanity today.

The keynote address was delivered by Dr Rajashree Dasgupta, Head, Department of
Geography, Government Girls’ General Degree College, Ekbalpore, who spoke on the topic
“Climate Action Through Nature-Based Solutions to Ensure a Sustainable Future.” Her
lecture highlighted the potential of nature-based approaches to address environmental
challenges while supporting human well-being and sustainable development. Dr Dasgupta
explained how restoring forests, conserving wetlands, protecting biodiversity, promoting
sustainable agriculture, and enhancing urban green spaces can help mitigate climate change
and increase resilience to environmental risks. She emphasised that nature itself offers effective
and cost-efficient solutions to many environmental problems. Through examples from different
parts of the world and India, she demonstrated how communities can work with nature rather
than against it to create a more sustainable future. Her engaging and thought-provoking
presentation encouraged participants to appreciate the interconnectedness of ecological
systems and human societies.

As part of the World Environment Day celebrations, an e-poster-making competition was
organised for students on the theme “Serve BRICS 2026: Volunteering for a Better
Tomorrow.” The competition provided a platform for students to creatively express their ideas
regarding environmental sustainability, volunteerism, and social responsibility. Participants
demonstrated remarkable creativity and awareness through visually appealing posters that
highlighted themes such as environmental protection, climate action, community engagement,
and sustainable development. The competition not only fostered artistic expression but also
encouraged students to reflect on the role of youth and volunteers in building a better and more
sustainable world.

In addition to the webinar and competition, NSS volunteers and students actively participated
in a sapling plantation initiative in their respective localities. Due to the programme’s online
mode, students were encouraged to undertake plantation activities in their neighbourhoods and
document their efforts. The volunteers planted saplings of various species and shared
photographs and reports of their activities. This initiative symbolised the collective
commitment of NSS volunteers towards environmental conservation and served as a practical
step towards increasing green cover and promoting ecological balance. The plantation drive
reinforced the message that meaningful environmental action begins at the grassroots level and
that individual efforts can contribute significantly to broader environmental goals.

The programme witnessed enthusiastic participation from students, faculty members, and NSS
volunteers. The discussions and activities held during the celebration helped raise awareness
of environmental issues and inspired participants to adopt environmentally responsible
behaviours. The webinar also provided an opportunity for meaningful interaction and learning,
enabling participants to understand the importance of climate action and sustainable
development from multiple perspectives.
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The celebration of World Environment Day 2026 successfully fulfilled its objectives of
promoting environmental awareness, encouraging sustainable practices, and motivating
students to become active agents of change. The event highlighted the importance of
conserving natural resources, addressing climate change, and embracing nature-based solutions
for a sustainable future. Through insightful lectures, creative participation, and community-
oriented action, the programme reinforced the spirit of environmental responsibility and
collective action.

The NSS Unit I of Government Girls’ General Degree College, Ekbalpore, expresses its sincere
gratitude to the Principal, distinguished speakers, faculty members, students, and NSS
volunteers for their active participation and support, which contributed to the programme’s
success. The celebration served as a reminder that protecting the environment is a shared
responsibility and that every individual has a vital role to play in securing a greener, healthier,
and more sustainable future for generations to come.
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3 GPS Map Camera

ata, West Bengal, India ==
J167, Azahar Mollar Bagan, Garden Reach,
Kolkata, West Bengal 700024, India
Lat 22.543673° Long 88.2876°
Friday, 05/06/2026 11:56 AM GMT +05:30

99, Battikal 1st Ln, Garden Reach,
Kolkata, West Bengal 700024, India
Lat: 22.5455449°

Long: 88.2901913°

05/06/2026 T1:49:23 AM

Students and NSS Volunteers planting Saplings in their
neighbourhood




